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Shirley Hicks
178"8 Rutledge Road

Charlesfon, !!V 25311

llarch 13,2007

RE: DAVID I.IICKS

To whom it may concern:

I come before you to beg for leniency for my'son. I am certain I am in the |est position to
know his faults and good qualities, and cau guarantcc justice rvould not bc served by a ielgthy
incarceration.

Before you can understand my soll! you should probably learn a ferv facts about his family.
David comes from a long line of decent people. My grandfather came to America flom Germany, ancl
worked hard all his life to provide for his family, Iosing his wife to cancer w5ile their five clildren
wele young. Wheu he dicd a few years ago, hc left a nrultifude of dcscendetrts who have continued his
legacy of kindness and generosity. Gtampa Emnett always thought of others before himself. As
testimony to his goodness. all five of his children wanted hirn to come live with him when hc finally
dccided he could no longer live alonc. He continued helping others until the day he djed. In 1is last
days, you could often find him helping his cluldren and grandchildren with projects you would have
tltought beyond his abilities. but so )ong as he hatl breaLh, lre was helping.

My mother was only l8 when hcr mother died" rnissing her graduation ceremonies to attend. her
frureral. She had hvo younger sjsters and a brotlrer still at homc, and she spept the next several years
taking carc of theit needs. lAhen she married and had children of her orvn, she continued to looi< aftel:
her younger siblings and we often had other peoplc stalng with us who needed help. I can renrember.
my father's nephew spending a whole sulnmer with us at the age of 15, A-fter.p"ndit1g several months
with us, he joined the Air Force and went on to bccome a top military aide in go\.ernment senice, He
often thanked my mother for teaching him honesty and responsibility.

My mother was the type person you rvanted to emulate. She never raised her voice or.her hand
to tts, but you definitely leamed truthfulness. integrity, morality, and principlcs of the highest
standards. My |wo older brothers, younger sister. and I lorew better than to-even try lying to Mom -
she had an uncanny lsrack for detecting dishonesty and you could never firol 1er. We tcarnea earty
that honesty was the best policy. We were taught to be responsible people and to give a hand. to those
who were struggliug. We w'ere trained to stattd up for what was right, not w.hat was popnlar. We were
raised to honor orr country and fellow man, and trusred in tmt]r and justice.

Until the day she died. Mom believed justice would prevail and David would be exonerated.
Slte had spent countless hour.s with him and his daughters. and knew him to be an excsptional parent.
She could not understand itoq'anvone could makc up lies about hinr without being caught ancl-
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punished. I'm frankly grateful she did not live to see him enoneously found guilty. Tt broke )rer beart
to see him suffer the false accnsations, and I'm surc that contributed to her early dcmise.

Morn had been slowly failing physically over the past few years, and David lrad been ap
invaluable aid to her, Hc visited with her daily until he was incarcerated, He helped her with any
cir,ores she couldn't do alone, spending hours working in her elaborate flower g"rdens - trimming,
weeding, raking, transplanting, etc., despite the fact that he couldn't tell the clifiference betlveen i
dandelion and a dahlia. He mowed her grass, changcd her light bulbs, drove her to the store a1d
doctors' appointments, helpcd rvith her laundry^ sct up hcr TV, VCR, and other clcctronic delices
ivhich renraincd apnzzle to her, David, his daughters, and any other childr:e1who happcnccl to be wjtb
them spent many an aftemoon rvith Mom, hclping uritlr the chores. playrng cards, or simply listening ro
ber many stories of the "old days".

My mothet was a truly rentarkable person. She never had a bad word to say about anyone, arrd
yott'll not find a single person who could tmtltfuliy say any(hing bad about hcr. She was as closc to a
saint as you'll find on earth, and spentheril'hole life being an cxampleof virfuc andkinclness.
Although rny father was mostly absent wlille we were grow'ing up, my siblings and I could not have
asked for bcttcr guidance than we got frorn Mon.

When David was growing up, I tried my best to follow my nrother's parenting rnoclel. Tomnry
(my ex-husband) and I divorced before David was six, but I ma:raged to raise my chiidren with thc
samc values I had lcamed, partly because Mom rva-s a huge influence in their lives, During my firct
several ycars as a singlc parent, David and his sister, Dee. spent many evcnings, r,veekcnds, arul
sumtler vacations with Mom because i oftcn rvorked two or more jobs to suprport us. Befbrc they r,ver:e
tcenagers, both my chrldren had developed into kind, caring pcople.

- Despite out limrted resources, I ncver failed to help friend.s and relatives who were less
forrunate. I have one girlfricnd I met when Tommy and T dated. She was ma:ried to Tommy,s best
fi iend, and even aftcr rve divorced, Barbara and. I rcmained close. Hcr husband was killed i' iiis 30s,
and Batbara became disabled in het 40s. I almost totail-v supported her until she was linally awarded
disability. She and her young sons spent many mouths at our home, often celebrating Christmas, other
Itoliclays, and summer vacation with us. If shc couldn't afford presents at Christmas, wc all nrade suLe
she and her sons had gifts under our tree. For years I spent alrnost every vacation at her1ouse,
repairing and rebuilding her run-r]own rronre so it would bc livable.

Therc were rxany other friends and family mcmbers who livcd with us during tirles of crisis -
wirether thtough divorce, illness, relocations. loss of income, etc. Both my chiidren often had their
friends staying u'ith us' One girl stayed rrearly a year because her parents moved out of tow, and she
wanted to finish high school here.

That rvas just the way we were raised. attd rvc never thought twice about helping sonreooe, Igucss we were horribly naive and cxtremely lucky to have continued. this practice for sJ long u,itho,tsomeonc hurt ing us,

When David had children of his ou,l, he taught thcm the same set of values he had learncd
from me-and his gtandmotlrer. one of my nicces has a life problem. She has two dau$rters who areclose to his daughters' agcs. David tried to help their mother get her life together, but when thatproved impossible, he took in her children atrd bccame a fathei fig,.r-e to thJm. olivia, the older chitd,grieves for Davjd as deeply as his orvn children,
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Both of David's daughters, Kate and Kristen) were raised almost totally by him because his ex-
wifs iras some profoturd psychiatric problenrs rvhich caused her to tum to drugs and sex r,r'ith urderagc
children. For years she was not involvcd in the girls' iives because she was too stnrng-out to
remember she lrad children. When she did finally take an intcrest, David often had to call CPS or her
family to force hcr to clean her horne enough so thc girls could visit her without fear of illness.

David took parental duties seriousl1,, and patiently taught his girls the difference betrvecn right
and',wong. They learned the same principles he possessed - honcsty. integnty, and lrumanitarianism,
The-v quickly becamc ctrampions of the underdog and often invited children to their homc bccause they
felt sorry for tbetri and wanted to share thcir good fortune rvith these waifs. Kate and IQis uever
realized they rvere far from wealth;'- they only knerv they werc rich in love urd safe in tlteir father's
keeping - a luxury they recognized not all childrcn had.

David madc learning fun and taught his girls you didn't havc to spcnd a lot of money to errjoy
life. He did rvithout so the kids could take dance lessons and participate in other activities, but mostly
they sperrt titne together doing simpie things - going for walks or bike rides, spendjng the day at the
park, visiting friends and family, cooking togethcr, playing games, watching TV. He gave of himself
to tlrese children, and they adorcd him for it, His daughters mjss him so desperately now that it breaks
your heart.

Not only do these children miss Davrd, but liis friends and other family long to bc reunited wjth
him. Even after David had his or.r'n family. we spent quitc a bit of tirne together, Several times we
traveled together, zurd I was alwavs invitcd to any activities he and the kids enjoyed locally.
Wcdncsday cvcnings wcrc a standing datc for years, We visited ou the phone regularly, and helped
each other rvith chores,

David also spent a lot of timc with lils sister. Dee has tlu'ee kids and they often got togetber for
play dates. trips, and other activities, David w'ould )relp ber with her computer problems, and she
rvould pitch in at spring cleaning time. They constanlly called each other. asking advice. comparing
notes on child rearing, or just reminiscing. They baby-sat cach othcr's children whcncvcr necdcd, and
their tluee girls spent the night together frequently. Dee's daughter, Carrie Beth, is having a difficult
time undetstanding u4ry she can't be with her f-avorite uncle and cousins,

In addition to family, David's friends and neighbors miss him too, Hc rvas the onc thcy always
called when they needed anything. They al1linew'he would pitch in and help - whether it was putting
a coat of tar on the roof or ltelping to build a deck. He's probab)y loaned (or given) more money to
fricnds than you could imagine, given his small resources. He always took time to visit and talk,
offering encouragemcnt and assistancc as nccdccl. I don't rcmember him ever turning a friend away or
refusing to help sorrleone in need, He bas evel) sent firorlev to one of his fricntls sincc hc has bccn in
jail, becauso thc friend's mother died and she lrad to take off work rvithout pay to arrange her mother's
fi-rneral and settle her alTairs, and was unable to pay hcr rcnt. He has had me buy his children and
"adopted" children birthday and Christmas gifts from birl. He still worrics about them all constantly,
asks about them, and sends his love whenever we speak.

David is a good person and a productive menrber of society. I cannot see how justicc could bc
servcd by keeping Davrd in prison. The world necds more people like David, not less. His cfiildren
need him desperatcly - their lives have beett pure hel] since their fathcr was taken from thenr. He does
not deserve to be punishcd firrther, and neither do they. I realizc hc has been judged guilty by this
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court, but I have sccn all the evidence and continuc to firmly believe in his innoccnce. He has been
naive alld trusting, and jn ltis desirc to hclp others has created a sccnario whicl could be rnisintcrprctecl
as sinister rvllen viervcd througlr the stigma of thc accusations. He unn'ittingly set himself up to be
victimized by the very people hc sougJrt to help. He has bcen wrongful)y attributed characterislics
r,vhich ate simply nol true. and if the court could learn the whole truih it would not fear his release. As
his mother, I can guarantee he would n€ver knorvingly hann a child.

Sincerely,

[hru
Shirlcy Hicks
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&l ff*Y,"maUnirrersigr
CHnnrestoN Drvrsrox

March 27,2007

Thank you for your kincl consicleration of this petition,

The Honorable Joseph R. Gooclwin
United Stares Distict Judse
PO Box 2546
Charleston, West Virgin ia 25329

Dear Jrrdgc Goodrvin,

- I am writing directly to you in reference to lr{r. David Hicks, who will come beforeyou for sentencing thi_s week. I havc had thc pleasure of working wjth David,s motlrer,shirlev Hicks' in the wvu Department of Behaviorar rrl"cicin" ancl psychiatry for the pastt-w-enty years. During that time it has becn possible to come to knor,v Ms. Hicks and lrerfamily well' and I have mct rvith her son on a number of occasions. I havc fbtrnd Ms. Hicksand her family mcmbers to be pcople of the highest moral 
"nJ 

riul" sensibilit5,

While the veracify of the charges against Mr. Hicks are not at issue at this point, Ihave to adrnit renraining somewhat unionvinced given rvhat I knorv of the circumstances.

Pleasc add my sincerest appeal to those of othcrs who request the most lenientsentence avairabre for you to impose on Mr. 
Ti*r: I find it quite unrikcry,that trris youngmar will represent a danger to any mcmber o1"his family, or tli" 

"on 
munify at largc.Nee.dless^to say, given the ir"rrus involved, this appeal i, not,uOa without substantialdeliberation.

Most sincerely,

H'*",1;r,1*
Jolrn C. Linton. phD, ABpp
Profcssor and Vice Chair

Phone:304,341-15o0
Fax: 304-041 -1 sOB

Departrnent of Behadcral Medicine & psychistry
501 Monis S$eet
CAMC General Division . 4 West
PO. Box 1547
Charteston, WV 25gA6

EquRl opponuntty/Afflrmailve Acilon Instinjtion
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Debra L. Ball
1 113 Beresford Run

Charleston, SC 29492
843-216-l 785

Apnl |,2A07

To Whom It May Concern:

;o^S*t*g 
this letter to you on behalf of David Hicks, who you will be sentencing on April 19,

I have known David-and his family since i982. My husband and I nroved nexr door to the Hicksfamily and becarne the closest of friends and arc rrilr u.ry close to ttrem toauf. we now live inCharlcston, south carolina and don't see them as often as we would like. but stay in constantcontact,

David and his older sister, Diana @ee)were teenagers when we first met them. They were bothvery nice kids' All of the neighborhood kids wouli *ngregate at their house. There was alwaysone or more of their friends at the house' shirley, David-'s mother would always have nice mealsfor everyone and their howe was dubbed "Hicks Hotel". There *r. *un! occasions that one oftheir friends would be having problerns at their own home and would rtuv *itf, the Hicks familyfor some time until their issuei at home were worked out. I believe there was one of the kids,friends that stayed at their house for months afler their a*ilv moved out-of-town. so they couldfinish the school year al Poca High School. Their homc was atways very loving and cming and
F"*..l- not one person in that ra-ily that wouldn't give you thc sbirt offof their back or theirlast dime.

Even when shirley had lost-her job at Pupam Fabricating, she still was taking in..shays,, orttpubled children and wor:ld tf to help them work on -":r.i"* their family sitrration beusr. Theirhouse was always a great place to be. I spcnt more time 
"itftiir 

housc than atmy own. It wassuch a fun place to be.

David and Dee even had helped my fatler in his business at one time and drove with me toAugusta' Georgia to help nry father at the Masters rvrth his souvenir busiaess. My father andstepmother thought David and Dee wcre the.best teenager.ir'r"y nua eue, ueen arouno. Theythought they were so polite to customers and very tustiorthy with the large amount of moneythey deait with duriag the week that rhey *r." *Lrking.

Dee has married and has a wonderfid husband and tlrce beautiful and well-roundcd children.David doted on thosc child.ren when rre became an uncre.
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David has always had a soft heart. I{e is certainly being portrayed as a monster and that is so far
ftom the truth that it is sickening to me. When I got the telephone call from Shirley telling me of
David's a(rest, I was so shocked. Since this all carne to head immediately following David and
his ex-wife's divorce, we knew she must have had this done. The threats that she had made
during the divorce had finally beerr followed through. My question has always been. ..if Melissa
knew of these issues, why were they not brought up in the divorce hearing. It wasn't until she
didn't get her way (with frrll custody) that the phone calls were made. with t}lc zubscqucnt arrcst
of David. I am no legal exper! but I cannot understand why the same charges aggin$t Melissa's
first husband could not have been brought up in court. This looks like a pattern to me! I also
understand that Melissa's ex-boyfriend was a computer expert...couJd they have hacked into
David's computer and put these images on it??? I believe that could have happened, especially
since she was wanting to rnove to Alabama with her boyfricnd and take the kids..,an easy way to
get David out of the picture.

David adores his childrcn, They adore him- He would never hurt or endanger any child. He took
children in out of the goodness of tus hcart and they loved David. They always enjoyed going to
stay with David and his girls. They would run up to David and jump in his arms when they carne
in the door. Does this sound likc something a child would do if they are frightened of someone
or if that Person had hurt t.hern? Why wouid they continue to want to go baik to David's if they
were aSaid of him? It's because they wet€n't afraid of him. FIe'd done nothi.ng wrong. These
children have been bullied into believing what the prosecution has drilled into their heads, This
has got to be tearing David's chil&en up inside, s""1ng their father going through this" Knowing
t$l th"v will rarely seelheir fathcr again, especially if their mother-has ^ythiog to do with it. I
stiil canuot believe this has happened to this Amity. Thosc children necd their futh"r. They also
Iove their grandmother and she loves them. She was always calling to tell me what Kris and
[a1q naa donelhe prior weekend at grandma's house. pavia didn'i make a lot of money and
Slitt:t w-ould buy the girls clothes and anything else they needed, even if she really co'ldn't
afford it' herself. That's_just t.he way she is and that is tht same kind of goodnesr *L- ttuO taught
her own children when they were growing up. It is tearing Shirley up iisidc that she is rrot able
to see the girls. That someone could ruin the lives of manypeople who are totally innocent" is a
travesty. There is no way David Hicks cornmitted these crimes. I would stake my lifc on it.

llop* that wlen you are deciding David's fate, you will take into consideration some of the
things that I have written about. These ate good ieople and have been unirxtiy portrayec as
criminals' I know that ye are supposed to beliwe in the justice systern, f"t ritir tirnc it has
failed! My thoughts and prayers will bc with you as you ieliver this man and his familv,s fate.

Sincerely,

Oi"-iX 6*oq
Debra L. BaJl
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Bonnic Otdharn
631 Thorncliff Dr.
York, SC 29745

803-628-s839

Apri l  8. 2007

To Whom It May Corrcern:

I lrave knowrr Davicl Flicks lbr nrost of Iris life, haviug met t1e Hicl<s family in ;1975. But
most recently^ I have watched David be botir a loving mother ancl father-fijure ro his
bcautiful daugirters.

I,rccall Visiting tJre hospital (along rr,'itlr Davicl's Vlothcr) wiren David ancl his r,vife hacl
their: first child. Yorr could just sense his.f ov in berng a iather arrd while I u,as there, hewas vely attentive and loving to his wifc.

When I woLrld come to Charleston for visits T would stay at David's Monr's house and
du::ing most of rny visjts, grandchiJdren surrouncled us. Davicl was always the nrulurrng
parent who brought his girls to I'anrily functions and I rvatchcd hiru as ire encoura-qed his
children to participate in activities (tlrey were nlucir younger than sonre of the kicis) and Tadmired hinr for tlrat

wltile I u'as wotking lbr the putnanr county'Developrrrent Authontl,. Hurricarre, wv,
David was hirecl to takc care of our con.tputer s1,steul, He r.vas always prof.cssional ancl
courteous to alllvho camc in col]tact u'ith him. Over the years I have sL". a
transfomtation from 

^a wonclerful young nrarr rnto an adult u,ith hopcs and ft.eams fbr a
better Ufe irr himself and his clrildren an<l I hopc that sorne dav he rvill haye that
opportunity to make it happen,

My hopes and prayers are with David and his famill arrcl I rvould like you to knorrr that
David Hicks is a kind. decent and loving pel.son.

Sincerely,

Bonnie Oldharn
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Deun Judqe C:ccC 1,0'r-.n,

lnaxfe 
\S Ot-uu5 te;;\gr err-d \ o"cn ,c1-rtL,1q

to traL\ 
\cu\nc)rD"trC oF cr QecSCn <-nu\uvrc-\e \Crs,_d tS

rnd tJne" qFC rLrnes \Vle Wc\S 
q\-C\ \ Sf,OrQd \D*h\ Frrry1 .

B\e OQl*p crr-d ,o\f[r\S \ rDd SDefiLur_Lh \UuLc\ ,ufLre

Jgnq elQ\oqc.o\e, \tie,Q],c\ 3rrlu.s {5ur\p sutyt c\s
3uoqrn ) \-ttr\Qf\ v-r'.'Os\,PS, @irrt- a\r-d rrrr,rOn cnore, tUv\C texLc,hL
us qrsL cF tYru-q (Ird mtD\c ec het\er Qtrsqn
ccetnrr\\ttcuqntrne r \otrteh \ srn qrec€q\ $crr0 0

)]tlS hcu tc p\Ot \t\.€ Cl\rrtcr. Erpn -Cr^ctAh I ccr ner\-

\cldqL & r 5tii\ Ospfetarred ut. \)n:vic\qgr VrunLgn,4cne
\-l , . -----T--

\nd cg\e! Lf,bu\c\ w$o cerq,Lund o-rnq\ Qorrln\ceisor\.- 't \-oue '\cst. offi pecpte"t e-crcE $cc Ln t\.e5e paRL
Pgi': n-[cthS onc\ d- uf$u,1q\ burL te'f f'v\)i\to *-bSQ.

\nbtrer cog. Surelq eUur4on0 Lrmcs r-crc\rcct\t4 tL\lurrts
cb Lcsesoffe(>ne t\le\.\ LofR e\rc Qor€ Qcn- Roc rs r-crt, <\-\qnl
tce cr\Ln \stb v\rd ta ecnc\.rR_ r11e)e ure cn lq scor^€ o+
Lne recl.sons.rnu unclQ snoutd \1sLQ0 ta \ocLcnc
-,touSk-cutaj Let y-rum Con€ hon-B€ o eedr€ LAfE
e-O\r€ €Cv- htrn"

_ Oicu LO 1gffir
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A p r i i ,  z ,  2 o 0 1

To  whom i i  may  conce rn ,

My  na ,me  i s  Ch r i s t i an  Ha rpe r  and  I ' ve  Jcnov in  Dav j . d  H i cks  f o :  a lmoe l  15  yea rs .The re  i e  no t  a  shadow o f  a  doub t  Eha t .  Dav : ,d  i s  i nnocen t  o f  t he  c r lmes  he  hasb e e n  c o n v r c t e d  o f  .  M y  l e t t e r  J . g  a  t e s l a m e n t  t a  1 : h a t .

David,  has a lways been a car .  ng nan,  puE t . rng j r  js  o," t ,n  w<a7l t6 and needs cn holc jf o r  h i s  c h i l d r e n .  T i l e e e  v : l e  l r e s  t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  e a i d . r b o u !  D a \ / i d  a l : ecomp leEe ly  un t rue .  I  l vou ld  have  no  p rob lems  r r '  j . t e  Daw ic l  t ak ing  ca re  o f  r : ych l l d ren .  I  know Dav id  and  wor_ t l - d  CJ :us t  h :m  w l th  
" . y  

i i i "

D ' r v i c  and  h ie  mo the r :  a re  two  o f  i he  nos t  g i v i ng  and  benevo len t  peop le  rh ' 1ve  eve r  had  the  p leaeu re  o f  know lng .  They  wJu ld  r l ue ra l l . y  g i ve  you  the i r  l ae tdo l ' i ' a r  i f  t hey  knew yo t r  needed . : - t .  F ram rny  f i r sE -hanc i  accoun ts ,  Dav id  i s  al remendous  f  a the r .  I ( c r t e  and  K r l s  need  t r : e i . : :  f  a the r  and  o ran r rm- the r  nov r  moret h a n  a r r a r  
-  " -  : -

Al 1 Davj_c l  hag ever  d,one is  hei .p
pe rsona l .  l t y *  and  ee l f l ess  ac t i ons  eha t
revenge ,

o t l i e r : c .  Un fo r tuna t ,e l y ,  j , t , s  h j_s  ca r i nq' i r r r r a  
h a l  ^ - j  H . l  ^  ^ t ^ - , r  ^ . . -! q , i J r p  d e w i o u s  e x _ w i f e  c r a f t  h e : :

r  have  aLwaye  be l i . evec t  i n  ou r  j r r s t i ce  sys te rn .  r  t o l c l  Dav i c l  du l i . ng  h i si nca rce raE  j ' on  t ha t  e  i nce  he  r , ' ; as  i r : noce l l t ,  t i r e  : r r r t r l  wou ld  cone  ou t  and  j ue t i eewou fc l  be  se rwed .  r  cou ldn ' t  r : ave  been  r : . o re  \ , r r cng .  .T  am rem i .nded  o f  a  w i t chhun t  when  r  Eh ink  abou t  t he  p rosec ' - i : o r '  s  case  ,  h ,as  t he  j l ae t  t hac  Dav l c l r  s  ex -w i f , e  has  c r i ed  wo . l . f  he r  en t . r . r e  I i f e  even  l oo l ced  a i_?  The  fac t  l ha t  she  j . s  aL V i  n o .  r l p r - a i  r f  r r ' i  l - . r m : n  h a i  r a  , . , i, L i a r r : r .  v c ! = f L ! L r . , u  r r q r r L c r ! ^  v s r l r !  * r t i r  a  s h . r d i -  p a s t .  e v e n  E a k e n  i , n , t o  c o n s i , d , e r a t i o n ?She  hae  accused  he r  f i r s t  hueband ,  s tep fa t i r e r  and  an  unde rage  ex -boy f r j - end .  o fs j -m i l a r  c r imes '  T  f , i nd  t he  fac t  t ha ' ;  i he  open l y  b raggec i  abou t  , ,Dav id  w i l L  be  . j . n1a i1  be fo re  i t  was  a r1  ove r  w i ' - h , ,  j r . r s t  a  r . . i . l t r e  i e . i ^1 ing .  r  wou ld  ask ,  r vhaEhanpened  to  t he  c red ib j .  l i t y  o f  an  accuse l : ?  f  pe rsona l l y ,  even  cau ,ghL  i r e r  hav lnqan  a f  f  a i r  wh j . . t . e  s t i l  l  ma r r i ed  Eo  D . r v . r , d  I  T j re  : i u f  y  i : r on i c  tw i s t  i s  t ha t  t h i ss ick and depraved wonan has ] teen sexu.r i l lz  invol -wed vr iLh uno.erage boys hersel f  IDav id rs  on l y  t r ue  c r ime  wc rs  be ing  mar r i ed  t c  i h i s  rnan j . pu la - - : ve -woman .

I  f f n c i  i t  d i  F c r : n r . p r f i  n a  t - h ,
f i l es  were  downi : : : : ; " : : r ; l : : : , " .  

ew icenee c f  Dav id  nor  even be i r rs  a r  home whenLvov ,eq  uu  ! r , r . r '  uumpu te r  was r : r t  even  taken  i n , t o  cone  j . de r . r t i on ,
Dav ld  was  runn ing  an  ou tda tec l  ve rs ion  o :  vJ r -nc lows  9g ,  w j . i h  no  f i r ewa l ] .  o rp ro tec t i cn  Bc l l eme  '  To  say  i t  wou l - c l  be  g imp le  t o  compro rn i se  h i s  compu te r  j " e  anunde rsCa temen  C

f f l  c o n c l r , t s a o n ,  I  c a n ' t  r e € E a f e  e n n r r a h  - ' ! r : *
.  

_ " ' . /  _  u d r r  L  r e H L * _ _  _ . , _ * J - -  _ - . _ ,  I  ] : e . l . . r . e V e  D a v i d  F I i c l < c  i sr 'nnocen i  o t  a : l  t  t l . .e3 .e  e r ' : res  ne .  ha€ beer  ccn ' " ' :  cL3d c :  .  : r :  , s  =^o  i "  
' i r , r i . r .  

a r .ah i e  r a n r ' r r t s i n s  -! r r r  a E y u L . r L r . q ) r r  . I n d  t h a t s -  h e  a n c i  h i S  e h l l d r e n , s  l . . j . V e S  a f e  r u i n e d  f  O r e w e r .  p l e A B ef r l r a  i h F ^  ^ ^ - - i ;L e , L s  r r ! ! u  u u r r u , r , d g s ; 1 t : , O n  a i 1  C h e  f a C C S  i r  r e g a r c l s  ! C . _ l f : s  a b S u r d  c a S e  b e f O f ec a n t - o n a i  J  -cEr r r c r rq j  j . ng  an  rnnocen f  man  Co  an  un f  a :_ r  amou l t  o , [  ;  a i 1  t lme .

Thank You,

C i r r i s t i an  Ha  rpe r
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Me
f personally, even cau,ghL i r e r havlnq an a f f a i r w h j . . t . e s t i l l married Eo D . r v . r , d I T j r e : i u f y i : r o n i c t w i s t i s t h a t t h i s sick and depraved wonan has ]teen sexu.rillz invol-wed vriLh uno.erage boys herself

Me
e v e n Eaken i , n , t o c o n s i , d , e r a t i o n ? She hae accused her f i r s t hueband, s t e p f a t i r e r and an underage ex-boyfrj-end. of s j - m i l a r crimes'

Me
f i l e s were d o w n i : : : : ; " : : r ; l : : : , " .ewicenee c f David nor even beirrs ar home when Lvov,eq uu ! r , r . r ' uumputer



Southern Tank Tfansport, Inc.
P.O.Box321

Harlcpille, South Carolina2944E (843) 462-2444 Fax (843) 462-2564

Apri l ' l  ,2Q07

To Whom It May Concern:

As the sentencing phase of David Hicks' trial is drawilg near, I wou]d like to take this opporfunity to tcll you some
things about Davjd. My wife and i have known David and the Hicks family for over 25 years. They are one of the
most compassionate and loving familics I have ever known, We became very good friends with the Hicks family
shor1ly after moving next door to them. David and his sister, Diana were the type of teenagers that any parent would
love to have. My wife and I did not have any children, so David and Diana were like our own children. Both kids
would do anything for us and werc always very polite and generous.

I am appalled by what has happened to Davi.d and his family. These acts that David has been accused and convicted
of could never have happened. I, in my hearl, know that David has been framed and most likely by his vindictivc ex-
wife. She had bcen tlrcatening David during their entire divorce and told him tbal she wouid ruin him and that she
had Fiends witb the FBI. Evidently shc did. She was not awardcd fi.rll custody of her children and that set the ball
rolling. If she was aware, as she claims of all of these charges, why was the judge in the divorce hearing not toid
about this? It seems that when things did not turn out as she wanted. it was time to ruin David and his family's life.
This also includes his own children, who I am certain have been scarred for the rest of thefu lives.

David is a sweet, caring and loving person. He was always willing to hclp others who were down on their luck as he
understood their oircumstances. David is a hard worker wbo djd all he could do to provide for his children. He
worked weekends so he couid kecp his children while his now ex-wife could work during the week. He would also
care for otler people's children while they were at work as well and they all loved David.

I was so shockcd when all of this statted several years ago and have kept in touch with Shirley, David's mother during
this long process. David was not represenled properly by his attorneys, They would not listcn to him, did not try hard
enough to prove his irmocence. Maybe public defenders are so uscd to defending real "criminals" that they felt that
they didn't have to give it their all- In today's world, the words "child molestcf', 'ledophile" and other like words in
the same category bring such disgust to everyone, that it is no wonder that juries convict innocent people as well a^s
gullty persons. I think they believe if you are charged with one of th.ese orimes, you must be gutlty. I am certain that
David is innocent and was unjustly convicted. I know that the real truth has not come out and when and if it ever
does, someone should pay deatly for it. This has been so unfair to David and his cntirc family and even his friends. I
know that a jury of David's pccrs was responsible for the conviction, but you are ultimately responsible for deciding
David's serrtencing. I hope that you will listen to what others have to say about David's characier and remember that
at sentencing.

Thank you for taliing the time to read this letter.

Sincerelv.

Qyo4*(,"$du^, /
Vice President of Operations
Southern Tank Transport, Iuc.

IA
Y'

TRANSPORTATION OF BULK PRODUCTS IN BAGS AND TANKS
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Me
If she was aware, as she claims of all of these charges, why was the judge in the divorce hearing not toidabout this?



I4Cf)r-r nrn. I  rrt t  ;  ni le rrq;rr.  \retef i .n Of thc tr{ i i i tar.y,
COllcge degrccs ancl Invc Clole extcnsiye coLrtrscl i :rs. T

I )tar"c l<uonrtr David Fl icl<s for ht 'clr 'c vears. J l tavc,rhsen,cd ir im ro go thr:or.rqh n. irr i l :  ch'gcs rn i i fc. ]} tar,c gb5stt.<l l r ig i .ccrnctorr rvi-Jr lu.s owrr cl t i [cir .eu, ns nrc] l  as Df.hcr clr i lc ir .en. J- l is conclLrcr was ncveiirrnpprol:r jatc o,:  Lrlroralr ' rcr lr i  At no t inrc lrar, 'c I  evqr 6l;ggp1,ecj ,uri ,signs of fcRr, r:cscrvatjorr,  i rrdnirclnfrorr orcoercion on t le prrt  of thc chi ldrerr or Davicl.

, ' \ frcl  his cx-rvi6c deserted lrc r:rci  l . ,rs hvo cJnugirfers, Davicl sr.rcccssful lv r lr t i r l t ;r i rrecl a F"r l l t intc lol) i tncltnisccl his dnuahtcrs aloue l  ha.c uo! olrscr 'cd ,I  ix:v l i"nc a'v l :rcl iczrl- ' iorr thnf t l ) :s , t ,a,r is .gt i ls,, ,r f  Lhc crirrrcsrvtt l l  rult icl t  i te rv:rs chlr:eed i  havc aln'n\rs l i rron'^ Dn' i{J to bc ar; i rono'rrre rrrnrr rncl r:espcctF-l l  of lrr .rmnrrngltts a.d diqr:rn'  in q1's11' srtr-ret iorl  i t r  thrs t ' rcir-c l /err Fci,rcl  I  harg rrgl '61 rccn I)r i ' rcl  r) ic dn:Bs, r lcqrlrol ortohacco ; l t  nl t 'v '  trmc l  hnvc spcnt ul l folcl  hours rn a fnmilv scrrrng rvith David\ cntrrc fnmii,y, piesclt .  Tu al lthcsc vaded .sihrai lons his corrduct f ins a[vay.r bcen impcccn5le.

Ir is r:ry l tcl icf Dn.," id vas lnental l t .  stable urrt i l  he t,ns incarccrnlecl.

Dear Sir or tr{adrunr

.tUlorv nrc to introduce rnysclf, I arn Dcrtnis i_.
inclrrclirrg or.rc r/ent oI scrvicc in Vietnnm. I l:o]cl nvo
ilm cllfrcntjy a btrsiness Osmcn

D B N N i S  I .  \ I C Q U A i N

,'\pril ti. 2{107

$irr 6s r 'sl1' ,

,0*,,frf
Dennis I.. IvlcQuairr

I i l J c l ' r E s  D \ t 1 ' r r  , c . \ l N :  / \ r . R . ^ . N S .  ! i / \ ,  l S i T ?

P i l Q N E .  1 , 1  i . 7 2 1  . 2 6 C 6

9 1 n
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,I@n6ergJ.tM&nh,
722 tocf; f_ononifirch

CoECod, $rc ZSOZf
7U^262-7674

March 26,2007

To Whom ltMay Concern:

I send this lettef, to you as a testffnent ro the Hick_s farnily. I have known shirley Flicksfor over 10 years and she has become an exfremely close friend of rin" ;- *"ll as myfarnily's.

on two different occasions over these years nry brother has hit hard times and Shidey hasallowed him to stay in her homc until he got back on his feet. she slso took my nephewin when he found himself wittr no place to go She did for him and trcated him as her:own Son' There was no time limit placed on their stay. Hei attitude was, as long as theyneeded she was there to help.

Althougl I have not lived in wv since I have known Shirley, she has traveled to bsthsa' Antonio' TX and chadone, NC to trerp J;;;;JI", different moves, she noronly helped me move but helped me decorate my homes by bringing th" rhing* rocomplete the decoraing andirpected nothing in r"tumtui a smite and a hug. when Ivisit wv (which I did quite fr-equently tro- ioor-t"looslrr"r home is opc,.' to me to stayfor the duration of my visit Even nofu *" still speak to d"h oflrer on a weekly basis.

ly yry you are gening the idea of the kind, gving and loving heart ofthis woman.This is the same atmoqphere that her children ;.*;"il; in and her grandchildren arenow being blessed by as well.

I have met both of Shirley's children and all of her grandchildren over thc years and havegotten to know them T-hev carry on the ftrnily traolti;n oilebing those in need. Be it alost puppy, a chil4 an aduit or tie etderly, one of the main forc-es thrt d.i,."s ,t i, rr,oity
*i*tn 

when herp is needed. rreyrcnow it is jusipJriii"irp,"d;f";;;;s onthis

g{the time. spcnt around shirley's childre4 most has been with David. I have found himto be a kind gentle man with a merry sense of hu*or -J * Iaugh that is contagious. He,like shirley, is always there to trelp ttrose in nced. rr"* r**iry to friends to totalshangers, ifthey need something and he can herp, t 
" 

ooes notffiit";;:;;;il"father' he is a verv loving-naddf, uu *ur always H"d ; *;girls and saw to lrihat theyhad what they n*"aud unl as -,i"t iitrrl eixrras as he sarv fit. He has always shownthem respectful attention jn *y prur"n.. and their wants anJneeds have always comobefore his own. r hy: witnesld uirn playine.r;;h-Gilo.'i", with them and he hasalways tsken tirne to.riste. to th"mlniunr*", any questins they may have. He is notthe qpe of parent to brush tnu. o**aL Ur,* t["ir-LJi;"g that they aro not
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Page2
Hicks Letter &om Kimberly Mceuain
March 26,2007

important' David glve un-having all the material things of the world and workedwcekends so he could ueihere wien they got home frim school and raise them withmorals, values and love' He does noi aeni" dtrt;;;Jney and materiais bur in timespent' lovg respect and consideration for others. Ird;;" is ttrat n" *.r-ra ,"iL his girlsand instill in them the moral and ethical .rntre* th"Go,rr"Jr"*" them well througho,ttheir lives' I{e baby sat for a mother that did not have r"*v enough to pay a sitter soher young chirdren wourg oot.rtry" t" go horne aroncio *'*-pry house. He wen herpedone child that has a learning disability-with homework i; 
"#,t 

to get t i. 
"'.t"e 

up, inhis education' Payment was nst an issue with David. rrre satisaction ofknowing that hecould help make a positive aitrerenceln a young life was all the payrrent he looked for.
As for David's current situation, I do not believe for onc minute t$at he is guihy of thecrimes for which he has been convict"a 

.n1 ry;;;;;ilis una too caring of others toever have done the things he was accused of Katie 
"nd 

liiirt"o and their well being arethe reason for hirn living' He has n""i, exhibited any inappropriate looks, behaviors orwords when I have been olound him I viemr hjm 
"r 

iu" 6'., of person that worrld findsuch things as disgusting as thc rest ofus would

Duo to fhe fact that his accuser was a woman that has accuscd her first husband of thesame things, I cannot trelp but feel that slre is on u .irrion io get a man that has fatheredone or more of her chirdren, convicred of sex ,ri.., *irrr*;;fiiJ.-f;;;;;il with herfirst husband failed Td it "pp"rtt 
rn" lcarned from her mistates. Even the timing seemsironic since this whole cbain'of ev".ttr *tnrtga *. a"y.ri"r hcr di..orce from David wasfinal. From what r know of the *"',t; rrrut rr"r"LrLf,i""" ,i"* that timq I have rowonder if her statements and acqrsations were.ever even questi*"a. r tJi*e'*tui, prunwas crafted over a long period of time and set into motion?the oract moment she hadplanned- I do not berieve thet his t..u*r has any conscience when it comos todestroving a life. tu lojs asshe;;. iT hgr-eygs) ilh;;;;, it marces no difference toher the oost to othcrs. Even destroyi* in. rirebrrr- ovrn 

"r,iiaLnilao;i-;;;l;porrantto her as long as shc can zucceed in rrsr quest to put an innoccnt man behind bars.
My hope is that you wiII take time to review_all aspects of tbis conviction prior tosentencing an innocent rnan to prison time. His fife has 

"ir*av 
been virtuelly ruined andI hope you csn see fit to show it.r"v in 

" "*" 
that shourd have never taken the court,stime orthe tax payer,s money.

Respectfu | ly srrbmitted.
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Me
this whole

Me
cbain'of ev".ttr *tnrtga *. a"y.ri"r hcr di..orce from David was final.



(Dee'Wrigfrt
1 1 2 'Westfan,f, E stata,r
llinfieft{,'t/lt/ 2 5 2 1 J

March 29,2007

Dear.Iudge Goodwin:

I a:n lvriting orr behalf of my brother. Davrd Hrcks. I{e has lost evcrytJring that n1eaflt anyhirrg
to him,.,iris freedotr, access to his farnily. his good nail1e, and nrost irn.portantly, his claughters,
wlro are his lvhole rvorld.

My brothet' is a kind and gcntle man. His hearl is tire biggest thing about him and he fuas spent
mos to fh i s l i f e tak rngca reo fo the rpeop le ,  Hcncvc rd rd t l r i s rn - i t l r anyu l te r i o rmo t i vc in
mind. ' ,not for money, rccognitiott. or persoral satisl'action. Wc wcre raised to car e for th.ose iu
need and to pltt tite rr eeds of others ahcad of our or.vn. J\dy brother has ahl'ays been the most kirrd
and generous person I've knou'n.

As a mother, I irave often been envious of my brother's parenting ski1ls. Hc raised his daughters
with tlie highest enrlrhasis on honcsty, kindness, arrd decency. It docsn't matter if he is tired ot
stressed out...he always makes time for his childretr. Follolr,ing in their father's footsteps, I(ate
and Knsten are also kind, self-disciplirred, sociall,v conscjous youlrg ladie.s. They often tr.lng
homc other childrett who are suffering or downtr:oddcn so they can help "savo" thcm frorn thejr
situation.

My heart is broken tltat lte could bc convjcted based on lie.q and innuendo, rviren hc is possibly
the rnost houest person I have ever knorvn in ury life, He rvouicl not orren tell a white fi. to giin
someone's favor. Hc's the lcind of per',son who would do arrl4hing to help anolher person, but
woulclnoL hesttate to bcrate that person if hc thought they uer:e not cloing their best. He is
bnrtally honest and has strong opiniorrs, and though we olten did not agree, I have always
adrnired his strength of convictjon and his straiglrtForwarclless, This extreme honesty has besr
irrgrained in us since childhood.,.we Ieanted tirat thc tmth was tlre best route even when it hurt. I
wislr I knelv our motlrer's sectets in dcaliirg u,ith rny own children...we ahnost alu,ays corrfe.ssed
to our wrongdoirr_qs evcn as kids.

I cannot even wrap my mind around David hanring a chilcl in anv way or engaging in any type
ofsexual lydevjantbchavior .  Hefreasureschi ldrenandt i r .eyadore l r inr .  I rvasof ten inhis l ior r re
and my own chjldren spent a generors arnount of tinre u'itir hjm. He r,vas alra,ays thc hero of all
of the i<ids, including nry own. He is tlre dad who jurnped in the pool to play w:ith tircm or sat
and rcad a book r'vith them. He is thc clad rvho made them arr jce cream conl, b,-rt nacle thcm eat
anuh i t i ousmea l  f i r s t .  Hehasa ln 'ays t rea tec leve rych i l d inh i sp resenceas i i t hey rve rea
member of his own farliiy. Kate and l(risten's plalnrates seemcd to feel tlre sameu,,ay abor.Lt
Darrid. They constantly beggecl for his attentlon and askeci hrm to.join in thcir activities. llis
honte was alr,vays filicd wjth giggling chilclr.err, norrc of whom ever seemed to want to go itome.
Many tinres I rvitnessed a parent "try.ing" to pick r-rp tireir chjlcl fi.orl his home arrd the chilcl was

Case 2:05-cr-00040     Document 233-2      Filed 04/12/2007     Page 20 of 25



begging to stay. Often tbey rvor.rld call and ask to colrle ovcr to pla-v*. My own daughter loves
visiting ber cousins and her Unclc Dave. Slre lras ne\/cr shot'n an,v- sigt of bcing uncornfortablc
in hjs presence. In fact, shc talks about ltorv uruch shc misses hirn. I have questjoned lter sincc
all of this started and she said she has nevcr seen ol'heard about an.vthitrg "weitd" or "scary" oI
"bad" at ltis house.

This whole tiring has plunged our family into a w'orld we nevcr kncu' exjsted. 
.We 

lt'ere raisccl to
tmst in peoplc. ancl to believe in tmth. justice and our govem'lrent. \Vhen it all started, rve
naively beijeved tlrat the tnrth would shinc througJr and everl4hing would be sorted out.

Now my mothcr has put her ljfe on lroid, rly h.usband and I Uve in constant fear that somcone
lvill mention tire case irr front of our childrcn (they are not fully aware of tire magnitude of the
accusations), our grandmother, u'honr David heliled cat'e [bt, dicd beforc the resolution oIthis
tness, and most of all, my poor njeces ale suffering every clay rvithout their beloved fatber.

There seems to be an intercst in making arr exanrple of hirn to peoplc who have committed
crimes like thc onc of which he was convicted. T do believe that anyonc rvho commjts sr-rch a
crime slrould be puuisbed. TJowever, I arr conccrncd that the example will be totl dor,vn rvhen
David is exonerated of thesc charges. and that the reai ct-irnjna'ls will r-rse his case to gct
themselves out of punishments that the-v do desetve.

Piease restore our laith that dorng the right thing w'i l l  rcsult in a happy outcome. We are irr fear
that hc will continuc to suffcr for the crirne of believinq irt hotrestir. Because he refi-rsed to tcll a
l i eaudcon fess tosometh inghed id r to ldo , l re facesa ] r rdcous joun icy tha thedoesno tdese l l e .  T
believe in n-ry irrother and we will rrot stop until the tnrth has been done its justice.

Tha:rl< 1,on for yorr trnre, attention, and understanding.

Sincerely,

Dee Wright
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Me
There seems to be an intercst in making arr exanrple of hirn to peoplc who have committedcrimes like thc onc of which he was convicted.

Me
TJowever, I arr conccrncd that the example will be totl dor,vn rvhenDavid is exonerated of thesc charges. and that the reai ct-irnjna'ls will r-rse his case to gctthemselves out of punishments that the-v do desetve.
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