
LETTERS TO THE TIMES
Los Angeles Times (1886-Current File); Jan 12, 1950;
ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1986)
pg.A4

LETTERS TO THE TIMES
Soeedway Alternate

I notice that the speedway
planners propose to make Slau-
son Ave., Huntington Park, in-
to a speedway. This would not
only entail a lot of expense in
cutting b a c k buildings, but
would also work a hardship
on the business of this street.

Randolph Ave. would be the
Ideal street for such an enter-
prise, as the street is wide
enough and there would be no
expense in cutting back build-
ings, and a little improving on
that street would not come
amiss.

Why not devote more ener-
gy to putting in an adequate
system of transportation, such
as subways, elevated or mono-
rail systems, something that
would benefit the thousands
that do not own automobiles,
as well as tourists.

It would also benefit both
ladies, as well as gentlemen,
who would, perchance, imbibe
too much of spiritus frumenti
for their own good. They could
manage to wobble somehow
to a station on the transporta-
tion system and thus be in
better shape to g r e e t their
loved ones thari were they to
use the speedway.

FRANK H. WITMER,
Huntington Park.

Pensions Economy
I have read various argu-

ments relative to the old age
pension. 1 approve of giving
assistance to the aged who
qualify and who give an honest
accounting of their circum-
stances.

I do not sanction opening the
golden gates of California to all
the aged in the other 47 States,
thereby putting extra burden
on our State.

l\Iy suggestion: Upon reach-
ing the eligible age and quali-

fying for assistance and hay-
ing been a resident of this
State for five years, they
should receive $25 per month.
After 10 years, they would reo
ceive $50, and the maximum
after being a resident fat' 15
years.

This would lessen the strain
on the State's finances and cur-
tail chiselers'activities. With
C a Ii for n i a's phenomenal
growth and high old age re-
tirement, measures should be
taken to avoid higher taxes.

I have overheard conversa-
tions in public gatherings that
convince me that many people
here, in their 30s and 40s, are
persuading their relatives to
hurry to California by their
6Qth birthdays so that they
may receive the $75per month
at 65.

ROBERT EDWARDS,
Los Angeles.

Retirement at 65
Union leaders want compul-

sory retirement at 65. \,Thy?
New members must pay high

entrance fee s, another legal
racket.

Some leaders are over 70,
one 76 years. Why don't they
retire? M. LOPEZ,
Riverside.

Letters Read First
Just a note to thank you for

continued printing of letters to
the editor from your readers.

I read this page first, and
really learn more of what's go-
ing on that way than either
reading it in the regular news
or listening to news over the
radio.

I don't mean to say I don't
enjoy your newspaper other-
wise, but I definitely do go for
those interesting and worth-
while letters!

MRS. MARIAN SNYDER,
Los Angeles.

Earnest Thinkers
I read your comments re fhe

beginning of the second half
of the 20th century in which
you said, "1\10stpeople like the
rounded numbers 1900, 1950,
2000 as their markers."

I doubt if you could prove
that-or possibly you h a v e
been reading a Gallup poll.
Even if you could, it isn't to
be concluded that you use that
as an editorial policy, telling
the people what you t h ink
they want to hear, rather
than telling them the facts?
Too bad for the people if all
editors adopt that policy.

Barnum is alleged to have
said, "People love to be hum-
bugged." That attitude may
be o.k. In the amusement
world, but it can be harmful
in the newspaper world. Ear-
nest, thinking people (and
they are the ones worth while)
like to know that what they.
are reading is the truth.

You said, further, "There
isn't any harm in it." Confus-
ing people is always wrong,
especially if it attains no use-
ful end, and the end, in this
case, serves no useful purpose.
Spreading false ideas or agree-
ing with them cannot be done
with any assurance that it
might not do harm. If it hurts
you to speak out the truth,
then you have no business
editing a great paper like The
Times. MILES IRISH,
Hemet.

lVe don't think we are shak-
ing the confidence of very
many of our readers by going
along with the easy, chrono-
logically inexact assumption
that half of the 20th centuru
had passed with the arrival of
1950. Neither do we think that
we disturb many of our retui-
ers by celebrating the birth of
Jesus on Dec. 25, although
there is no undisputed evi-
dence that Dec. 25 is His natal
day.

Sex Crime Curbing
Sex offenders are psycho-

pathic idlers, with inadequate
personality to equip them to
cope with the realities of life.
Usually destitute of m 0 r a I
sense, they fall victim to their
baser instincts, lacking the in-
hibitory or restraining influ-
ence w h i chis concomitant
with emotional and moral rna-
turity.

The remedy lies in indeter-
minate sentences, on first of-
fense, to a State institution for
as much rehabilitation as is
possible.

This need not be a prison as
usually known, but a place
where useful employment is a
paramount requirement. The
installation could be reason-
ably small to start and ex-
panded as necessary. Rehabil-

. itation should include as much
intellectual, emotional and
moral development as the In-
dividual would react to.

These cases are much more
a menace to the public outside
of an institution than if they
were held under reasonable reo
strictions. Responsible rela-
t i v e s should reimburse the
State as much as possible.

WALTER E. CARY, M.D.,
Los Angeles.
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